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Typically I do not use the life of a modern 
contemporary person in my message. 
Especially on the heels of their death.

Steve Jobs is a well respected entrepreneur and 
has had a great impact on many people in 
this generation.  I am not one to judge him or 
his destiny. Words are very powerful.

I did hear a speech that Steve Jobs delivered at 
a graduation speech several years ago. This 
message is worth evaluating.

Unfortunately many have the same perspective 
on life or death.  Listen to my sermon on the 
Gospel according to Steve Jobs.

Steven Paul Jobs was born on February 24, 1955, to 
Joanne Simpson and Abdulfattah "John" Jandali, two 
University of Wisconsin graduate students who gave their 
unnamed son up for adoption. His father, Abdulfattah 
Jandali, was a Syrian political science professor and his 
mother, Joanne Simpson, worked as a speech therapist. 
Shortly after Steve was placed for adoption, his biological 
parents married and had another child, Mona Simpson. It 
was not until Jobs was 27 that he was able to uncover 
information on his biological parents.

As an infant, Steven was adopted by Clara and Paul Jobs 
and named Steven Paul Jobs. Clara worked as an 
accountant and Paul was a Coast Guard veteran and 
machinist. The family lived in Mountain View within 
California's Silicon Valley. As a boy, Jobs and his father 
would work on electronics in the family garage. Paul 
would show his son how to take apart and reconstruct 
electronics, a hobby which instilled confidence, tenacity, 
and mechanical prowess in young Jobs.
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The Gospel According to Steve Jobs 

Graduation Speech at Stamford University

My third story is about death. When I was 17 I read a 
quote that went something like "If you live each day as if 
it was your last, someday you'll most certainly be right." 
It made an impression on me, and since then, for the 
past 33 years, I have looked in the mirror every morning 
and asked myself, "If today were the last day of my life, 
would I want to do what I am about to do today?" And 
whenever the answer has been "no" for too many days in 
a row, I know I need to change something. Remembering 
that I'll be dead soon is the most important thing I've 
ever encountered to help me make the big choices in life, 
because almost everything--all external expectations, all 
pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure--these things 
just fall away in the face of death, leaving only what is 
truly important. 

The Gospel According to Steve Jobs

Remembering that you are going to die is the best way I 
know to avoid the trap of thinking you have something to 
lose. You are already naked.

There is no reason not to follow your heart.

The Gospel According to Steve Jobs

About a year ago, I was diagnosed with cancer. I had a 
scan at 7:30 in the morning and it clearly showed a 
tumor on my pancreas. I didn't even know what a 
pancreas was. The doctors told me this was almost 
certainly a type of cancer that is incurable, and that I 
should expect to live no longer than three to six months. 
My doctor advised me to go home and get my affairs in 
order, which is doctors' code for "prepare to die." It 
means to try and tell your kids everything you thought 
you'd have the next ten years to tell them, in just a few 
months. It means to make sure that everything is 
buttoned up so that it will be as easy as possible for your 
family. It means to say your goodbyes.

The Gospel According to Steve Jobs

This was the closest I've been to facing death, and I hope 
it's the closest I get for a few more decades. Having lived 
through it, I can now say this to you with a bit more 
certainty than when death was a useful but purely 
intellectual concept. No one wants to die, even people 
who want to go to Heaven don't want to die to get there, 

and yet, death is the destination we all share. No 
one has ever escaped it. And that is as it 
should be, because death is very likely the single best 
invention of life. It's life's change agent; it clears out the 
old to make way for the new. right now,

the new is you. 

Actual Mac Advertisement
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Don’t

That was the 
serpents lie.

Jobs then traveled to India to visit Neem Karoli Baba[ at 
his Kainchi Ashram with a Reed College friend (and, later, 
the first Apple employee), Daniel Kottke, in search of 
spiritual enlightenment. He came back a Buddhist with 
his head shaved and wearing traditional Indian clothing. 
During this time, Jobs experimented with psychedelics, 
calling his LSD experiences "one of the two or three most 
important things [he had] done in [his] life".He later said 
that people around him who did not share his 
countercultural roots could not fully relate to his thinking.

Don’t live  your life like you are dying,

Live life like you are “Born Anew” Today!

Today is the first day of 
the rest of your life,

Not your last day!

2 Corinthians 5:14

14 For the love of Christ compels us, 
because we judge thus: that if One died 
for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, 
that those who live should live no longer 
for themselves, but for Him who died for 
them and rose again.

2 Corinthians 5:16

16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no 
one according to the flesh. Even though 
we have known Christ according to the 
flesh, yet now we know Him thus no 
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.

John 10:10

I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.
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